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1. INTRO - Why should we give generously? This is the question many people ask themselves but they can’t 
find the answer. It took me many years to discover the facts about giving generously so I’m sharing my story 
with you. Hopefully, you’ll understand generous giving faster than I did.  
 
I started learning to give generously and to help others from Mom when I was six years old. My best friend 
and my cousin beat me up one day. Mom comforted me and taught me a great life lesson:  

 No matter how young or old you are, there will always be trying times when you feel unjustly treated. 
 You have a choice on when and how you react. 
 Give yourself to help others. (Christ said, it is more blessed to give than to receive.) 

 
When we give ourselves to others, God fills us with love, joy, peace patience, goodness, faithfulness, kindness, 
and self-control (the fruits of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22). These are all gifts from God. 
 
I’ve continued to learn God’s ways of living from the day Mom taught me that lesson.   
 

 Acts 20:35 (NIV), In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, 
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’  

 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NIV) - Remember this, whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to bless you 
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

 
I’ve learned that generosity (i.e., giving oneself to others) is living my life in God’s ways in response to God’s 
goodness and grace, his son, Jesus. A scripture verse that has transformed me is: 
 

 Romans 12:1-2 (NRSV) - I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what 
is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 
I’ve learned that this is the holistic definition of Giving Generously as it includes every aspect of our life! In 
every role we have (as a son/daughter, father/mother, grandmother/grandfather, neighbor, friend, employee 
or student), I’ve learned that we need to live as Christ’s wants us to live every second of every day. When I let 
Christ lead me, it’s His will I’m living and not mine. It’s Christ’s model (His Word) on how to live which is 
radically different then the World’s. As a result, I’m blessed in every aspect of my life and have an attitude of 
gratitude for all God has given me. I’ve learned not to think and behave the World’s Way but the Word’s Way.  
 
2. GOD’S GRACE AND GOODNESS  

 He created us and gave us all the talents we have. Psalm 139:13-24 (NIRV) - You created the deepest 
parts of my being. You put me together inside my mother’s body. How you made me is amazing and 
wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well. None of my 
bones was hidden from you when you made me inside my mother’s body. That place was as dark as the 
deepest parts of the earth. When you were putting me together there, your eyes saw my body even before 
it was formed. You planned how many days I would live. You wrote down the number of them in your 
book before I had lived through even one of them. God, your thoughts about me are priceless. No one can 
possibly add them all up. If I could count them, they would be more than the grains of sand. If I were to 
fall asleep counting and then wake up, you would still be there with me. 
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 He loves us so much that He gave us his grace through his son. John 3:16-17 (NIV) - For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. 

 We are made in his image. Genesis 5:1 (AMP) - When God created man, He made him in the likeness of 
God [not physical, but a spiritual personality and moral likeness]. 

 He told us how to live.  
o John 15:9-12 (ESV) - As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and 
abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be full. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  

o John 15:13-15 (GNT) - The greatest love you can have for your friends is to give your life for 
them. And you are my friends if you do what I command you.  I do not call you servants any longer, 
because servants do not know what their master is doing. Instead, I call you friends, because I 
have told you everything I heard from my Father. 

o 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NRSV) - All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be 
proficient, equipped for every good work. In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to 
judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge 
you: proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, 
rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. For the time is coming when people 
will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away 
to myths.  As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out 
your ministry fully.  

 He told us to help those in need. 1 John 3:17-18 (NLT) - If someone has enough money to live well and 
sees a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person? Dear 
children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions. 
 

All we have to do is to look at the face of God to understand that he has a different economic principle than the 
world does. He has given us everything and we’re told to love him with all our heart, soul, strength and mind 
and to love others as ourselves. We’re made in his image and need to be as generous as he was to us.  
 
3. SO WHERE DO WE START AND HOW MUCH SHOULD WE GIVE? 
 
In terms of giving back to God, there is a concept of a tithe in the Old Testament. A tithe is the Hebrew word 
for 10th. It was taught that even the poorest of the poor (a peasant) was taught to give at least 10%.  
 

 Malachi 3:10 (TLB) - Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so that there will be food enough in my 
Temple; if you do, I will open up the windows of heaven for you and pour out a blessing so great you won’t 
have room enough to take it in! 

 
There are many today that object to the tithe, as it is not referenced in the New Testament. Well, they are 
correct. However, the New Testament talks about Grace Giving as God has given us everything we have. Jesus 
died for us (God’s Grace) and guaranteed our salvation with eternal life. This deserves far more than a tithe!!  
We should give back (as we’re made in His image) as He gave to us! This is Grace Giving!  
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The tithe should be the starting place! We should start with 10% and determine how far we can go beyond 
this. I know one person who gives 100% of what He earns to God, as He believes that God has so blessed Him 
that He’s giving all he earns back to God. If you give less than a tithe, increase your giving by 1% of your 
annual income each year until you’re tithing. At this point, follow your heart, as God loves a generous giver! 
 
What and how much are we going to give? Well, this is answered in Matthew 6:20-22 (NRSV) – Don’t store 
your treasures here on earth where moth and rust can destroy them and thieves can come in and steal but store 
them in Heaven where moth and rust cannot destroy them and thieves cannot come in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.   
 
Here’s the thought! Wherever your treasure is, there is the desire or passion of your heart. Therefore, we need 
to give from our heart … the things that we love! Give this to someone, somehow, and some way.  
 
But here is the problem I had. At first I thought that I couldn’t give away my possessions, money, wisdom, 
knowledge, or skill because this is what I achieved. But I learned that this is not the problem! It was my 
attachment to them that was the problem. For example, when we receive an email from some one you don’t 
know and there’s an attachment to it, rule #1 is do not open the attachment! Is the email the problem? No. It’s 
the attachment with a virus. Our attachments can affect our giving when we have the virus of: 

 Pride when we brag about our possessions, accomplishments, and status 
 Greed when we can’t get enough money to buy a larger house or new car, or other things 
 Selfishness when we do not share our time, talent (wisdom, knowledge, skill) and treasures with 

others 
 
Do you have any of these viruses that affect your giving and sharing?    
 
There are two ways that we look at money, possessions, talent, and time. We can look at them “The World’s 
Way” or “The Words Way”. The World says this … Love Things, Use People, and Worship Yourself! The Word 
says this … Use Things, Love People, and Worship God! The World is totally opposite from the Word! So what 
time, talent and treasures do you have that you could give to some one else? Use things, love people, and 
worship God. There is definitely someone you can find to help. God will put them in front of you every day if 
you open your eyes and ears. 
 
4. SO WHAT BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE IS THE BASIS FOR GENEROUS GIVING?  
 
2 Corinthians 9:7-15 (NIV) - Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things 
at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  As it is written: “They have freely 
scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.” Now he who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us 
your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of 
the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  Because of the service by which 
you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the 
gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.  And in their prayers for 
you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift! 
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5. WHY SHOULD WE GIVE GENEROUSLY? 
 

1. Give generously because of God’s generosity. 2 Corinthians 9:15 says … Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift!  God gives us everything … our lives, our time, our talents and His life for us!      

 
2 Corinthians 8:9 says - For you recognize the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ [His astonishing kindness, 
His generosity, His gracious favor], that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that by 
His poverty you might become rich [abundantly blessed].   
 
Philippians 2:6-8, it says Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death - even death on a cross!  
 
We’re made in His image and since He’s given us everything including eternal life, we need to give 
generously as it not only meets the needs of God’s people but also is our way of thanking God for His 
generosity to us. And when we do, He blesses us abundantly with the fruits of the Spirit.  
 

2. Give generously because it’s the first step of gratefulness. 2 Corinthians 9:11 says - You will be enriched 
in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God.  

 
Think of people you know who give generously. I know of many and they are all blessed by God’s love 
for them. They know they will be spending eternity with our Lord and all the saints that have gone 
before them. They should be our role models on how to give.   
 

3. Give generously as it’s God’s provision for the world. 2 Corinthians 9: 12 - This service that you perform 
is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks 
to God. Through our support to Oasis, I’ve witnessed the hope and joy we provide the youth 
experiencing homelessness. They are so THANKFUL to CCLC!! When we’re graciously giving, people 
will never forget it. It speaks to the Gospel of Jesus Christ! 
 

4. Give generously because it’s the greatest witness to this lost world and others will bless you.                        
2 Corinthians 9:13-14 - Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise 
God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in 
sharing with them and with everyone else.  And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, 
because of the surpassing grace God has given you.  

 
5. The Law of the Harvest. 1) You reap what you sow. 2) You reap more than you sow. 3) You reap later 

than you sow. 2 Corinthians 9:6 (NIV) - Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  

 
6. Lastly, there are great benefits to generosity. It’s been scientifically proven (See US News report, May 

1, 2015) that generosity changes things in your brain and changes things in your heart. In fact, it’s 
proven the following when you give from the heart and generously: 
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 You’ll be physically healthier. When it comes to your health, it truly is better to give than to 
receive. 

 You’ll be a happier person. The feel-good effects of giving begin in the brain. It’s called “giver’s 
glow,” says Stephen G. Post, director of the Center for Medical Humanities, Compassionate Care 
and Bioethics at New York’s Stony Brook University. Whether it's volunteering or donating 
cash, selfless action can help lessen the risk and symptoms of depression and day-to-day stress. 

 You’ll have friendships that are deeper, sleep better and you’ll be able to handle life’s obstacles 
better. 

 
Upon reading the above, Ann Flood summarized them well … I love the whole thing!!!  One thing that struck me 
was on page four (numbers 1-4) they begin with "Give generously..." My brain started recreating those phrases as 
"Give back generously..." To give back is to acknowledge where it came from in the first place.  God calls us to 
"redistribute" (for lack of a less political term) earthly wealth because he trusts that we will do it in thanksgiving 
and worship of Him who gave the ultimate price.  The idea of "giving back" rather than "giving" helps to take 
some of our instinctive human ownership and attachment (well said in your paper!) over our work and work 
product (money) to the most basic premise that it isn't ours to own or give but is only ours to care for and watch 
over and make sure it does the most good it can rather than be squandered, wasted, become moldy, eaten by 
moths etc. (wonder what the modern equivalent of cash being eaten by moths is?). My response is … it’s the 
viruses! 
 
6. WHAT IS A GOOD BIBLICAL EXAMPLE OF GIVING GENEROUSLY? 
 
Let’s look at 2 Corinthians 8:1-8 (NIV) - And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace 
that God has given the Macedonian churches.  In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even 
beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this 
service to the Lord’s people. And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and 
then by the will of God also to us. So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to 
completion this act of grace on your part. But since you excel in everything, in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you-see that you also excel in this grace of giving. I am 
not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of 
others. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  
 
We can learn three things from this Macedonian church: 

1. Give joyfully! In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up 
in rich generosity! It was in their heart, they wanted to help. 

2. Give abundantly! For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. 
Entirely on their own.  

3. Give urgently! They urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s 
people. There are estimates of 1.8 billion people on the planet who have never heard the gospel. And 
there are many people who have heard the Gospel but they do not believe. Therefore, more than half of 
the world’s population needs to hear the Gospel. One of the best things you can do is to give generously 
as it is the greatest witness in this lost world. What are you going to do? 
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7. HOW ARE WE GOING TO RESPOND? 
 
In Isaiah 6:8, when Isaiah was in the presence of God, “Then the voice of the Lord said “Whom shall I send?” And 
who will go for us (to deliver God’s message to the people of this world). And Isaiah said, “Here I am Lord, send 
me.” Is God asking you to support our Core Four and to be His light in this world wherever you are and in 
whatever roles you have as a son, daughter, husband, wife, parent, grandparent, neighbor, student or worker? 
Where is God sending you and what is your answer going to be? I know He’s asked me to lead stewardship for 
the next two years and I’ve said yes with your help!  
 
Generosity is this! Jesus, here is my life. It’s yours. In Isaiah 26:8, Isaiah says, “O Lord, we love to do your will! 
Our hearts’ desire is to glorify your name.”  Here’s the question. “What is God asking you?” Will you be like 
Isaiah? Or will you say, “No”, in which case I’ll ask, “What virus do you have?”  
 
Jeremiah 9:23-24 (ESV) says – “Let not the wise man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, 
that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in 
the earth.  My recommendation is to give up the virus. The greatest call on our life as a disciple is to give 
generously in response to God’s amazing gift to us, his son, Jesus, who came here, was poor, lived a perfect life, 
died for us and has given us eternal life! 
 
Ask yourself this? What would this look like if CCLC became known as the church that gives generously 
because of God’s amazing gift that was given to us? People would say that CCLC members are crazy as they’re 
giving so much away and would ask WHY? And we would say we’ve been given this gift that is better than 
anyone could receive. Can we tell you about it? 
 
God, we know that you are calling CCLC to love you and our neighbors as ourselves; to touch lives with your 
love in our homes, in our church, in our community and in our workplace; and we know that you are telling us 
to give back generously!  
 
THANK YOU GOD for everything you have given us!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 


